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Menominee Nation News

Wllber is
top finisher
in Final
Election

By Yvonne M. Kagquatosh
Manominas Malion has

KESHEMNA, WI = Muembers of (e
Menominee Nation have made ibeir
chobce i leadership T heee open
scats ofl the Menombiee Tribal
Legislanme,

Besults fromn the foal election beld
Tast week, Famuary 12 & 13, 20000, are
as forllvwes:

Sylvia Wilber received the wop viile
with X13. Incumbeni Fagene "Gene’
Calabwell fottowed close bl wiili
T76, while cument Menomines Chair
Apesunahkowal was able Wy secure the
third place posilion with 682 vides,
However, corrent ingumben and
Wige-Chair, Wendell “Sim’ Askencite
wis tahbe (o hing on 1o his seat on
the Legislature, Askeneile placdd
fomrth wath 661 vodes, while Lows
Do andd Owoman Wisnkou recedved
593 ik 58T respectively

Ihe top three candidutes will bowd
us i the new millesium — joining the
remuining six incumbents - Lisa

Please see ELECTION page 2
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Let the fireworks begin! The start of the firework display, al Nerthern Expo-
sures snowmobile rack, brought this arl carving to life, while (left) racers
and guests enjoy the beauly in the sky. All firework displays were spon-
sored by the Menominee Casino. Another fireworks display will be held this
weekend as the annual wo-week event comes to a close this Sunday,
Additional photo and story on page 12

Menominee lce challenge Weekend Schedule of Events

Thursday/Friday, Jan, 22147
i, DI lee Carving Competition. 12
lecal stahons competing this vear

Saturday Jan, 22, 11 wm—f30 pn,
lee Gimnt Invasion, 4,500 Ths. ol ice

Hesuu rces available to help
disabled people get back to work

By Mike Wilber
Mamominee Mabar Mrws

For Amencan Indians wirh disabi]-
ibies, dife cun otten be like g fish liv-
g i a b ] confined tooa glass case
with o possibility for life beyond

But there is belp in escaping & ¢on-
fined existence, gelling oul into the
workforce mnd belng a contributing,
self-sustainme inember of e comes
iy, The Amencan Indians with
Disabilities (AIWIDN oflice, opened
o Nov, L1999, e help disabbed
persons get the equipment and rea-
sonzhie socommadativns for work or
For education aod tratning

Royal Warrington, Menominee
with [Hsabilities coordinator amd di-
pector of the tribe’s kegislaive swaff,
noted it Indins heve the highest
perceniage of disabilitics ad are (he

least lkely o ke advintage of dis
ablity benetits.  Statkstics of 1998
Lave shown there are 277 persons
with o disability tha reside in the
avHTTRImity, bug that smly: 35 roocivel
any direen assistance from the Siaie
IMviston of Vocatonal Rehabiliiaien
(DR towands employmwol iining
or asststance (o 2o o school.

AIWD iz funded by a U5,
Drepartment of Foueation gramt i e
Cireal Lakes Inter Tribal Cooneil
The Menominee Tribe has - dongted
he office space located in the Gordon
THekie/TIC building across from (he
Menomines  Tribal  (dfices
Keshena, The office sérvices the
Menominee as well as three other
arew pribes - Siockbridee-Munsee,
Forest County Potiwalomi. and Mole

Please see DISABLED page 2
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w0 he carved, hy all carvers!

T pin -8 pan Ponrans, Carvers will
cEve vour image Inice.

. Firewaorks o Explode!!!
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DISABLED:
L ake Sokaogon.

The area DVR officein Green Bay, Warrington said, didn’t really know how to approach Indian
people or how to deal with them. "We're citizens, not only tribal, but state and federal, and we are
entitled to this," he said. With the AIWD office in Keshena, he hopes that will allow more
disabled Menominee people access to benefits.

"There saplace for everyone," said Warrington, who makes use of awheelchair himself. "We
need to help them find their place.”

AIWD helps to obtain adaptive equipment, such as specialized keyboards, wheelchairs, or
customized vehicles, so people can remain in school or at work. They can also help in starting up
asmall business, among other supportive services.

Warrington and Norman Shawanokasic, the vocational rehabilitation counselor for AIWD, stress
that the office does not give handouts. It is designed to help enrolled American Indians who have
aplan to better themselves through work or school. Applicants complete an Individualized Plan
for Employment so that Shawanokasic can know how to help them.

Since their opening on Nov. 1, they have 22 new clients who are eligible for benefits. If an
applicant is found ineligible to receive AIWD benefits, the office can refer them to where they are
eligible.

To bedigible for AIWD services, you must be enrolled in a Native tribe, have a physical or
mental impairment that results in a substantial impediment to employment, and be reasonably
expected to benefit from the services received.

There is no income criteriato receive assistance and an eligible applicant cannot be turned down
because of cost, by law.

Some examples of disabilitiesinclude: alcohol & drug addiction, blindness, spinal cord injuries,
mental ilIness, impaired hearing, learning disability, amputation, or any other physical or mental
condition that limits a persons ability to work.

Shawanokasic said that vocational rehabilitation services have gotten away from dictating what a
disabled person will do and have started working with people to find out what they can do. That
can help build that person’s esteem and self-worth.

"Yesthereisaplace (for disabled people) out there," he said.
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Warrington said, *Sometimes you have to plant an ideain their head to start them on a path to
education and employment.”

People with disabilities, Warrington said, find themselvesin their own fishbowls, feeling confined
to the limitations of their own situation. "The disability is the glass wall and the water the trapping
of their own existence."

Though they may never fully escape their disability, people that make use of AIWD services can
push those glass walls farther out to live fuller and more satisfying lives.

Contact Norman Shawanokasic, vocational rehabilitation counselor, at (715) 799-4591. Norm said
he can also schedule in-home visits. Just give him acall.

ELECTION:

Waukau, Llewellyn Boyd, Barbara Kelley, Wilmer Peters, Jr., Margaret R. Snow, and James
Wayka.

Only 5 votes separated two contenders in the Chief of Police election. The top finisher was Keith
Tourtillott with 698 votes. Judith Duguain was hot on his heels with 693.

Judith Duquain filed arequest for a recount on Tuesday, January 18, 2000.
A recount will be held on Saturday Jan. 22nd.

In alast ditch effort, incumbent Chief of Police, William ‘Kuzco' Beauprey ran as awrite-in for
the top law enforcement post. He was unsuccessful in his bid for re-election receiving 135 votes
as awrite-in candidate - 180 votes less than his primary tally of 315. Approximately 30% of the
tribal membership who are eligible to vote exercised their right to do so. Thisis an increase of 7%
from the primary election held last Fall.

The majority of the voters chose to vote absentee. According to information received from Davey
Jean Peters, Secretary of the Menominee Tribal Election Commission, 1,108 members requested
absentee ballots. Only 845 ballots were returned. There were 234 votes tallied at the Neopit Fire
Station and 584 registered in Keshena bringing the total number of ballots to 1,663.

A re-organizational meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 9, 2000 at 10:00 am. in the
Black Hawk/Ada Deer room at the Menominee Casino-Bingo-Hotel.
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SCHEDULE:

Sunday, Jan. 24, 10 am.-2:30 p.m.

Free Style! Carvers add to displaysin free style.

2:30 p.m.- 3:30 p.m. The world’ s fastest ice carver. Ice carvers race against the clock.
Sunday, Jan. 24, 4 p.m. Menominee |ce Challenge ice carving awards ceremony.

All events will be held at the Menominee Casino/Bingo/Hotel in Keshena, Wisconsin.

For additional information, you may contact Al Stachura or Sharon Waukau at 799-3600.
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